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64 William and Maey College Quabterlv. 

The First Keptjbuo in America. By Alexander Brown, D. O. L., Author of 
"■The Genesis of the United States" and i 'The Oabelk and Their Kin." 
This splendid boot is calculated to foster Virginia pride of scholarship. 
Dr. Brown has, by his great works, secured himself a first-class place among 
the monumental writers of America. His name will live and his works will 
live after him. The Genesis of the United States and The Mrst BepMie in 
America are grand prose epics, with subjects more interesting than the siege 
of Troy or the wanderings of Ulysses, and having a master who, in faithful 
devotion to his task and enthusiasm in his purposes, is superior to the bard of 
old. The books of Dr. Brown are, however, books for the student— for him 
to whom naked facts are beautiful most, because they are least adorned. The 
ordinary readers of current magazine articles might, in spite of the subject-mat- 
ter, regard the works as dry reading, indeed. The First Bepublic in America 
is a valuable digest of everything important which has been written on the 
founding of Virginia. No library of Virginiana could be complete without 
it. In no invidious spirit I may be pardoned for noting two defects. I think 
that the book would have been made more valuable had it contained ample 
references to the pages of the Genesis and to the other repositories of original 
material made use of. In the next place, Dr. Brown might have omitted, 
without prejudice, his severe criticism of John Smith in his preface, as he 
himself admits that facts are all the historian wants. With the facts before 
him, the impartial reader can draw his own inferences. Lovers of justice will 
thank Dr. Brown for taking Virginia history out of " the narrow ruts into 
which it had been thrust " by Captain John Smith, and for developing the 
true grandeur of the enterprise. But his apparent effort to represent Captain 
Smith as intentionally misrepresenting facts, and as acting in a sly and un- 
principled manner — to put it plainly, as an unprincipled liar — is a decided 
fault, and a great drawback to his otherwise splendid work. There are two 
kinds of facts — facts of direct knowledge and facts of inference. Of the first 
kind Smith is, undoubtedly, as good a witness as anybody else. Of the sec- 
ond kind, depending upon judgment and calm reasoning, the very qualities 
that would make Smith respected in the first jinstance would make him sus- 
pected in the second. Andrew Jackson, Thomas H. Benton, and Henry Clay 
were totally unreliable in their judgment of men and motives ; but who would 
attack the sincerity of their character, or would represent them as deliberate, 
wicked prevaricators ? It is in the nature of these strong and fiery spirits to 
forget what they wished had never occurred, and to remember vividly the 
occurrences which flatter their ruling passion, and unconsciously to magnify 
their own part in the events of the past. And yet he would be a bold man 
indeed who would say that what Andrew Jackson testified he really knew with 
his own eyes was false. Captain Smith was a man as strong in character as 
Andrew Jackson. His purposes were of the same heroic nature. When he 
testifies to his rescue by Pocahontas, this is a fact of the senses, and his in- 
tense personality raises the incident above cavil. When he testifies as to the 
motives of men, he stands just where Jackson stands— needing strong con- 
firmatory evidence. This, in my opinion, is the true gist of the matter. 



